
Day 3. John 7:1-24 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

Jesus’ teaching during the Feast of Booths is significant. In order to understand how it’s related, 

read this short article about this Jewish celebration and write what you learn. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Tabernacles.html 

Answers will vary. It was a celebration at the harvest of grapes and olives; 7 day feast; people 

built makeshift structures called “booths” to live in – also a reminder of their time in the 

wilderness in the Old Testament 

 

Do you remember what is meant when Jesus says “my time has not yet come?” We discussed it 

back in John 2:4 when Jesus said this to his mother at the wedding at Cana. It wasn’t time for 

the circumstances that lead to his death and resurrection to be put into motion. It wasn’t the 

Father’s time for him to sacrifice himself yet. 

 

What did Jesus’ brothers want him to do? What did he actually do? How is this related to the 

fact that his “time has not yet fully come?” The brothers wanted him to make a public show to 

the world with more miracles. But Jesus went to the feast in private because it wasn’t the 

Father’s will for him to put things in motion that would lead to his death yet. 

 

It is interesting that “not even his brothers believed in him.” But some of them would after the 

resurrection, according to Acts 1:14. But we do know who some of his half-brothers are. Look at 

Matthew 13:55 and list Jesus’ brothers: James, Joseph, Simon, Judas 

 

Two of Jesus’ brothers wrote books of the New Testament. Which books? James & Jude 

 

What is the public reaction to Jesus at the feast according to verses 10-13? Who do people say 

Jesus is? Some say he is a good man; some say he is leading people astray. 

 

In verses 14-24, Jesus begins teaching. There are five reasons he gives as to why his claims of 

deity are true. How many can you find? His supernatural knowledge is from the Father (verses 

15-16), the teaching will be confirmed by whether it comes true (verse 17), he is seeking the 

glory of God and not his own (verse 18), because the world hates him it shows he comes from 

God (verses 19-20), Jesus’ miracles themselves are proof of the truth of his claims (verses 21-24) 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

Answers will vary. Jesus followed God’s divine timing to go up to the Feast of Booths and begin 

teaching the people that He is sent from God. 

 


