
Day 4. John 4:27-42 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

As you read this section, see if you can find several proofs that John includes to show that Jesus 

is truly the Messiah, and truly God. Write them here: 

• verse 27: Jesus controlled the timing of the conversation and the return of the disciples 

“just then” 

• verse 29: Testimony of the woman – he knew all she ever did 

• verse 34: relationship with the Father 

• verse 35: he can see men’s souls – ready for spiritual harvest 

• verse 42: response/testimony of the Samaritans 

 

What is the misunderstanding of the disciples in verses 31-34? How does it remind you of the 

misunderstanding of the woman at the well and Nicodemus in chapter 3? The disciples thought 

he was talking about physical food, but he was actually talking about spiritual food. The woman 

at the well misunderstood spiritual living water for physical water. Nicodemus thought Jesus 

said he must be physically born again, but Jesus meant spiritually born again. 

 

The Samaritans are witnesses that Jesus is who He says He is! Mark the words testimony (verse 

39) and we know (verse 42) the same way you marked witness. What do the Samaritans call 

Jesus? Read I John 4:14 to find that title repeated. Savior of the world 

 

This might be the first instance of cross-cultural evangelism in the New Testament. Read Jesus’ 

instructions to the apostles after His resurrection and right before His ascension in Acts 1:8. He 

listed several geographic locations for the spread of the gospel. List them here: 

1. Jerusalem 

2. Judea 

3. Samaria 

4. To the end of the earth 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

 

Answers will vary. Many Samaritans in the town believed in Jesus as the Savior of the world 

because of the woman’s testimony.  

 

 

 


