
Day 3. John 4:16-26 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

How does Jesus reveal his omnipotence (all-knowing nature) to the woman in verses 16-17? He 

knows that she has had multiple husbands and is living with a man that she is not married to 

 

Now that the woman’s attention is moved to religious matters of morality because of Jesus 

conversation with her, the woman starts discussing the religious differences between Jews and 

Samaritans. To understand this section, let’s dig deeper into verse 20. First, a bit of historical 

background. 

In 2 Chronicles 6:6, what place did God choose for his people to worship him? Jerusalem 

 

Yet, because the Samaritans only recognize the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old 

Testament), they worship God at a different location than the Jews. Which place is mentioned 

in Genesis 12:6-7 as the place where Abraham set up an altar to God? Shechem 

 

Find these places on a map of first century Israel. You will find a map at 

www.4onemore.com/JohnAnswerKey. Hint: The place mentioned in Genesis 12 is overlooked 

by Mount Gerizim, which you will find on the map linked above. 

 

Jesus says that soon the true worshipers will neither worship on Mt. Gerizim or Jerusalem. Why 

is that? What is Jesus foreshadowing by saying “the hour is coming” in verses 21 and 23? He’s 

foreshadowing his own death, burial, and resurrection, which will cause the Temple worship to 

become obsolete 

 

According to verse 23, how will true worshipers worship the Father? In spirit and truth 

 

There really is no sense in debating locations for a temple, because Jesus (who is omniscient) 

knows that even Jerusalem and the Temple there will be destroyed in 70 AD. Those who 

genuinely worship God wouldn’t need a temple to approach him. Why is this true? Look back at 

John 1:51. Who will become the new point of access between God and man? Jesus – he 

replaces Jacob’s ladder in this picture of a bridge to Heaven 

 

The woman knows that Messiah is coming, according to verse 25. Then, Jesus’ answer to her is 

breathtaking. Copy his answer to her here (verse 26): 

I who speak to you am he 

 

The amazing part of this answer from Jesus is that the pronoun he is not in the original Greek. 

Do you see a name of God in this statement from Jesus? Hint: look at John 8:58, because it’s 

there too. I am. 

 



Jesus’ answer to the woman at the well is the main point of this story. It is revealing who He is. 

Do you know when the first mention of this name of God was given in the Bible? Read Genesis 

15:1 to find out.  God’s name when making a covenant with Abraham 

 

Read Exodus 3:13-14 and explain the story around the most famous use of this name of God. I 

AM talking to Moses from the burning bush telling him to go to the people of Israel and deliver 

them from bondage in Egypt. This is how God wanted to be known to his people. 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

Answers will vary. Jesus is revealing to the woman from Samaria that he is God = I AM. When 

Jesus dies and is resurrected, the people won’t need a temple to worship God because they will 

worship from the heart. 

 

 


