
Day 1. John 4:1-6 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

Today’s study of the first six verses in this chapter will help us understand the historical and 

cultural importance of Jesus’ interaction with the Samaritan woman at the well. First, look at a 

map of first century Israel (you can find one at www.4onemore.com/JohnAnswerKey) and find 

each of these cities or regions. Check them off when you find them: 

• Jerusalem 

• Judea 

• Galilee 

• Samaria 

 

Jesus had just been in Jerusalem in John 3 when he had his conversation under cover of night 

with Nicodemus. According to John 3:22, where had Jesus and his disciples been baptizing? 

Judean countryside 

 

Now, John 4:3 tells us that he was heading to Galilee next. According to this chapter, why was 

he leaving Judea? Because Jesus’ disciples baptizing many people was drawing the attention of 

the Pharisees  

 

Write out John 4:4 –  

And he had to pass through Samaria. 

 

Was there actually no other way to get to Galilee from Judea? Of course there was! He could 

have traveled near the seacoast or through the region of Perea (on the other side of the Jordan 

River). Find these alternate routes on a map. So, if there were other ways to get to Galilee, why 

would verse 4 say that Jesus had to go through Samaria? Keep this question in mind as we do a 

little study into the history of Samaria. I think you’ll find it fascinating! 

 

 

Who are the Samaritans? 

 

 

Israel split politically after Solomon’s reign. What did King Omri name the capital of the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel? Look up I Kings 16:24 to find the answer: ___Samaria___ 

 

 

Soon, the entire region became to be known as Samaria. Then, in 722 B.C. the people were 

taken captive by an invading kingdom. Read 2 Kings 17:1-8 and answer the questions below. 

 

Which king captured Samaria? King of Assyria 



 

Why did God allow this to happen? The king and the people had sinned, worshipping other 

gods 

 

Where were the people taken? Assyria 

 

 

 

Read 2 Kings 17:24 to find out who resettled Samaria? People that the king of Assyria brought 

from Babylon and other cities in his empire 

 

So here’s the big problem by the time of Christ: the Jews in Israel looked at the Samaritans as 

a “mixed race” because they were the descendants of the Jewish people who intermarried 

with Babylonian colonists after Assyria deported many of the Jews. They had intermarried 

with the enemy!  

  

 

The Samaritans had also developed a superstitious form of worship and a rival temple on Mt. 

Gerizim. Read 2 Kings 17:24-33 and explain how this happened. The king of Assyria sent some 

Jewish priests back to teach the people the law of the god of the land after some were 

attacked by lions. But every nation who settled there also made gods of their own. So they 

“feared the Lord but also served their own gods.” (v33) 

 

 

So, can you tell from this short dive into the history of the Samaritans that the Jews wouldn’t 

want to interact with the Samaritans because they are intermarried with heathens and they 

don’t worship in Jerusalem at the temple, but have their own mix of superstitious worship in 

Samaria. But Jesus had to pass through Samaria. Keep all this in mind as we dive deeper 

tomorrow. 

 

One last observation. We know that the Gospel of John is very focused on showing that Jesus is 

100% God. But what is mentioned in John 4:1-6 that reminds us all that Jesus is also 100% 

human too? Jesus was weary (tired) in verse 6 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

 

Even though the Jews of his time would not interact with the Samaritans, Jesus decided he had 

to pass through Samaria. 

 

 

 

 


