
Day 4. John 3:22-36 
 

 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

In verses 22-26, what are Jesus and his disciples doing that John the Baptist is also doing with 

his disciples? Baptizing 

 

What is going on here in verses 22-26? How are John the Baptist’s disciples feeling about Jesus’ 

ministry? They are getting jealous that everyone is going to Jesus and his disciples to be 

baptized 

 

This section provides a shift from the ministry of prophets, like John the Baptist (an old age) to 

the new ministry and new age of Jesus Christ.  What illustration does John use in verses 27-30 

to describe himself as the attention rightfully shifts to Jesus? He uses the picture of a best man 

(friend of the bridegroom) 

 

Write out John the Baptist’s humble response in verse 30:  

He must increase, but I must decrease. 

 

Verses 31-35 describe all the ways that Jesus is superior. List as many as you can find: 

He is from heaven v31 

Jesus has firsthand experience with truth v32 

God = truth = Jesus v33 

Jesus speaks the words of God v34 

Jesus has the Spirit without measure/limit v34 

God has given authority to Jesus over everything v35 

 

 

Verse 31 reminds us that Jesus is “from above.” What did we learn back in verse 3 about what 

the phrase “born again” means? It means to be born “_____from_____  ____above___” 

 

There is a big contrast in this section between John the Baptist and Jesus. Which pair of 

opposites do you see used in verse 31 to describe this contrast? Earthly and heavenly 

 

Summarize verse 36 using the key words. Whoever believes in Jesus has life; whoever doesn’t 

obey/believe has judgment. 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

 

Answers will vary. Jesus has authority because he is from above. John the Baptist is signaling 

that his ministry is coming to a close and Jesus is ushering in a new age. Whoever believes in the 

Son has life, whoever does not believe faces judgment. 


