
Day 2. John 2:13-17 
 
OBSERVATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY? 

 

Read chapter 2:13-17 

Mark key words in this paragraph  

 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
 
Geography Alert:  Jesus’ last recorded location is Capernaum, which is near the Sea of 
Galilee. Why would the text say that “Jesus went up to Jerusalem” if Jerusalem is to the 
south? Look at the maps at www.4onemore.com/JohnAnswerKey to find out. 
 
The Gospel of John will cover three Passovers of Jesus’ ministry. This is Passover #1. Read 
the related passages below and explain the significance of the Passover observance. 
 

 
 

Exodus 12:123-27 
 

 
 

As part of the 10th plague while the Israelites 
were slaves in Egypt, God sent the death 

angel (“destroyer” v23) to kill the firstborn 
of every family. BUT – if that family killed a 

lamb without blemish and spread the blood 
of that lamb along the doorframe of their 
house, then the death angel would “pass 

over” them. The Jews celebrate the Passover 
until this day. 

 
 
 

 
Exodus 23: 14 & 17 

 

 
Every devout Jewish male over 12 was 

supposed to go to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover – Feast of Unleavened Bread – it 

was the greatest of Jewish feasts, recalling 
deliverance from bondage to Egypt. 

 
 
 

 

 



 
So, Jesus was going to Jerusalem to celebrate the greatest of Jewish feasts with his 
disciples. In this account of Jesus cleansing the Temple, He shows His deity again. Keep an 
eye out for this.  
 
Next, let’s explore the two groups of people in verse 14 who are exploiting the situation for 
monetary gain. List the two groups: 1) those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons and 
2) the money-changers (v14)  
 
Why were these two groups in the temple during Passover? If Jewish men were supposed to 
come to the temple to celebrate Passover each year, then many of the people at the temple 
would be from out of town. It might be difficult for them to bring a sacrificial animal on a 
long journey, so there were those who sold the animals at the temple. Then, if pilgrims were 
coming from foreign lands, they would need to exchange their money to be able to pay the 
temple tax (see Exodus 30:13-14).  The worship of God at the temple should have been filled 
with reverence. But instead, because of these two groups exploited the situation, what did 
the Passover event turn into? Turned the temple “My Father’s house” into a house of trade 
and cheated the people 
 
What did Jesus do? He drove the animal sellers out of the temple and overturned the money-
changers’ tables 
 
By calling the temple “My Father’s House” what was Jesus claiming? That Jesus is deity, that 
Jesus is the Son of God 
 
“Zeal for your house will consume me” is quoted from Psalm 69:9, where David is writing 
because of his zeal toward God’s house. Read Romans 15:3 where Paul quotes the second 
half of Psalm 69:9. Do you see how the Old Testament points to Jesus and the New 
Testament shows that Scripture is all about Him?  How then does the cleansing of the 
Temple show Jesus’ deity? Hint: who has the right to regulate worship? 
 
The cleansing of the Temple shows Jesus’ deity because God alone can regulate His worship. 
Jesus shows a passion for reverence toward the worship of God. 
 
Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
 
(Answers will vary) Jesus showed his deity by calling the temple His Father’s house and by 
having a passion for reverence toward the worship of God. 
 

 


