
Day 1. John 2:1-12 
 

OBSERVATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY? 

 

Read chapter 2 

Mark key words in 2:1-12  

Mark the phrase – My hour has not yet come 

 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 

Geography Alert: This section takes place in Cana in Galilee. Find this on a map of 1st century 

Israel. 

 

Verses 1-5 

Who is at the wedding with Jesus? Look back at chapter 1 to see who his disciples are so far. 

List them here: his mother, Mary, and disciples – Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip, Nathaniel, and 

John (unnamed disciple but the author of this book and eyewitness to these events) 

 

Here is what you need to know about Jewish wedding customs: 

• The wedding celebration could last for a week! 

• The financial responsibility for food and drink for the guests was with the groom. 

• It would be a dishonor to the family name to run out of food and wine. 

• There could be a potential lawsuit from the bride’s family if the groom didn’t fulfill this 

responsibility. 

• This wedding was probably of a friend or family member of Jesus’ mother, Mary. 

 

Now that you know a bit about the customs surrounding a Jewish wedding, let’s figure out what 

this section means. First, we see Mary coming to her son to see if He will do something to help 

the family so that they are not dishonored for running out of wine. How does Jesus respond to 

her? He says, “what does this have to do with me?” 

 

This might sound abrupt for Jesus to say this to his mother. But Jesus is reminding her that she 

must recognize him as the Messiah and Son of God, not just her son. By immediately including 

the phrase – “My hour has not yet come” – we see this emphasis. Let’s look at some cross-

references to understand what this refers to. Read the verses below and write what you learn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

John 7:30 

 

 

Jesus couldn’t be arrested because it wasn’t 

the right time for him to die 

 

 

John 8:20 

 

 

Again, Jesus couldn’t be arrested because it 

was not the time for him to die 

 

 

John 12:23 

 

 

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified.” Jesus said this after the Triumphal 

entry and before washing the disciples’ feet 

at the Last Supper. It was the appointed time 

for Jesus to die, come back to life, and be 

glorified/exalted. 

 

 

John 13:1 

 

 

At the washing of the disciples’ feet – “his 

hour had come” – this was the time God 

appointed for Jesus to die, be buried, 

resurrected, and then glorified with the 

Father. 

 

 

John 17:1 

 

 

Jesus’ high priestly prayer: “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify your Son that the Son may 

glorify you.” 

 

 

So, when Jesus says: “My hour has not yet come” – what is He referring to and why is it 

significant in this passage at the wedding? Who is Jesus primarily doing this miracle for so 

they can see his deity (see verse 11)? 

 

So this phrase refers to his death, resurrection, and exaltation. It wasn’t time yet for Jesus to 

be known to the world. But he is showing his power and deity for the disciples’ benefit. 

 

 

 

Verses 6-10 

 

 

These few verses record Jesus’ first sign or miracle. Go back to Week 1, Day 2 – record this 

“sign” or “miracle” in the chart there. 



 

What stands out to you the most from this section? How does this miracle show Jesus’ deity?  

Answers will vary. Jesus creates something out of nothing. The wine Jesus created was better 

than the wine from the beginning of the celebration – and this is not usually how it works at 

weddings. Usually, the best wine is served first. 

 

Look back at John 1:1-18 and explain which verses relate to this section? Hint: which verses talk 

about Jesus as the Creator and Jesus showing us what God is like. 

Answers will vary. John 1:3 reminds us that Jesus is the Creator. 1:14 tells us that we see the 

Father’s glory through Jesus. 

 

Verse 11 

 

This verse is very important! Jesus manifested his glory for the sake of his disciples. Reread the 

purpose of this book in John 20:31. What is the purpose of Jesus’ miracles? “that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 

name” 

 

In other words, these signs or miracles are not just for the purpose of displaying Jesus’ power. 

They are pointing to His character and this realization that Jesus is the Messiah can only be 

perceived through eyes of faith. That’s what the phrase “manifested his glory” is referring to in 

verse 11. Read John 1:14 & 18 and comment about how they explain John 2:11. 

 

1:14 says that we see God’s glory through the Son 

1:18 says Jesus shows us who God is ‘ “he (Jesus) has made him (God) known” 

Through this first miracle/sign, Jesus is manifesting (showing) his glory – showing that He is God 

 

Verse 12 

 

Geography Alert: The miracle took place in Cana, but now Jesus travels to Capernaum. Find this 

on a map. He is still in the region of Galilee, now near the Northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

 

One last comment in this verse is very interesting. Who else is traveling with Jesus besides his 

mother, Mary, and his disciples? His brothers 

 

Does the text say that this group of people believe in him because of the miracle at the 

wedding? no 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

 

(Answers will vary) Jesus manifests his glory and shows his deity for the disciples’ benefit. His 

first miracle at the wedding at Cana resulted in his disciples believing in him. 

 


