
Day 4. John 1:43-51 
 
 
OBSERVATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT SAY? 

 

Read chapter 1:43-51 

Mark key words in this paragraph and titles of Jesus 

 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
“The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee” (John 1:43). Geography Alert: locate the 
regions and towns from this section on your map of first century Israel. 
 
There are three big statements in this paragraph that point to the deity of Jesus. Read the 
verses in this section and answer the questions below to see the significance of the dialogue 
here. 
 

The Deity of Jesus 
 
 
Read John 1:43-46 
 
 
 

 
 
What did Philip say of Jesus? “him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote” 
 
In other words, Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture. 
 
What did Jesus say in John 5:39? Scripture bears witness of Him 
 
We’ve been in this passage already, but re-read Deuteronomy 18:15-19 
and explain how it relates to this passage in John 1. God promised 
Moses that he would raise up a prophet like Moses in the future – this 
was fulfilled in Jesus 
 
Finally, see what Jesus said to his disciples about this topic after his 
resurrection in Luke 24:44-47. Everything in the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Psalms find their fulfillment in Jesus. This is when the disciples 
finally understood this (“he opened their minds to understand”). 
 

 
Read John 1:47-50 
 
 

 
What three titles does Nathanael use for Jesus in this section? 
Rabbi, Son of God, King of Israel 
 



How does the conversation between Jesus and Nathanael show 
Jesus’ supernatural knowledge and his deity? This might be tricky! 
Think hard! 
Jesus is acknowledging Nathanael’s character (verse 47) and showing 
that he is God because he intimately knew Nathanael, even before this 
first official meeting (“I saw you” verse 48) 
 
 
 

 
Read John 1:50-51 
 
 

 
Jews in the first century would know exactly what Jesus is talking 
about here. But we may not be as familiar with this imagery. Look up 
this related passages and explain how it shows the deity of Jesus. 
 
Genesis 28:10-17 
 
Genesis 28 is the account of “Jacob’s Ladder” or the vision that Jacob 
had of a ladder leading up to heaven with angels ascending and 
descending.  
 
 
Now, notice what replaces the ladder from Jacob’s vision in John 1:51.  
 
“the angels of God ascending and descending on the _____Son of 
Man__” 
 
This is huge! John is saying that Jesus is literally the bridge to heaven, 
or the point of access between God and man.  
 
Son of Man is Jesus’ favorite way to refer to Himself. He uses this title 
over 80 times in Scripture! Once again, Jews of the first century 
would know the Old Testament passage that He’s referring to. But 
we may not immediately recognize the picture.  
 
 
Read Daniel 7:13-14 and explain what you learn. Who is the Son of 
Man referring to? Who is the Ancient of Days? 
 
The Son of Man or Messiah comes in glory to receive the kingdom from 
the Ancient of Days (the Father). 
 
 
 

 



Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
 
(Answers will vary) We learn that Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture (the Law 
and the Prophets). By calling himself the Son of Man, Jesus is identifying himself as God and 
fulfillment of the prophecy in Daniel. Jesus is the bridge to heaven. 
 
 


