
Gospel of John Inductive Bible Study Class 
 

Week 1: 8/30-9/3 – John 1:1-18 
 

Day 4. John 1:6-18 
 

Let’s start studying in John 1:6. John the Baptist is introduced here. Read Matthew 3:1-6 and 

write what you learn about him. 

He was a preacher who told the people they needed to repent 

He told the people that the kingdom of heaven was at hand 

His ministry was prophesied by Isaiah the prophet 

He wore clothes made of camel’s hair and ate locusts and wild honey 

He was baptizing people in the Jordan River 

 

Starting in verse 7, we see the key word witness. Read Deuteronomy 17:6 and John 8:17-18. 

What’s the importance of a witness in a court of law?  

The testimony of two people establishes a valid case for the truth 

 

John will highlight many witnesses in his book which give validation to Jesus’ claim to be fully 

God. So, in John 1:7-8, we learn that John the Baptist was a witness of Jesus’ deity. What else 

do you learn about John the Baptist from these verses? 

He was sent from God 

He was not the Messiah, but was pointing people to the light (Jesus) 

 

 

It’s important to remember that after the Old Testament was written, there was silence from 

God for 400 years to His people. In other words, no new revelation was given until John the 

Baptist arrived on the scene! You can imagine how exciting this would have been for God’s 

people who had not had any prophets or any new revelation for so long. But not everyone 

would recognize Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah. The Gospel of John emphasizes the 

different responses of people. Do you see the contrast between these two groups in verses 9-

13? Study this paragraph by completing the chart below. 

 

John 1:9-13 – two groups of people 
 

 

Verses 9-11 

 

Those who did NOT  

receive Him 

 

 

The phrase“was coming into the world” speaks of the 

incarnation. This means that God took flesh and human form 

in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

__the world_________ did not know him 

 



 

 

 

__his own people_________ did not receive him 

 

 

Circle the connecting word BUT in verse 12 

Notice words like this as you read and note the contrast of something before and after 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verses 12-13 

 

Those who DID 

receive Him 

 

What do you learn about those who do receive Him as 

Messiah? 

They become children of God 

They are born not from their flesh, or will, or blood (natural 

birth) but of God 

 

How do we become children of God? Read Titus 3:5-6 and 

use that text plus John 1:13 to explain.  

These verses show the divine side of salvation.  John says it’s 

not because of our effort (will of the flesh, will of man) or our 

family ties (not of blood). Titus says it’s not because of our 

works or “righteousness” but according to his own mercy. 

And through the regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit. 

That is, we are literally “born of God.” 

 

 

 

Verse 12 provides a prelude to the entire book. Here is how the book is structured. Be on the 

lookout for these two groups in this book. 

 

 

John 1-12 
Rejection of the Messiah by the whole world, 

and especially the Jewish nation 

 

 

 

John 13-21 
The believing remnant 

 

There’s a lot of depth in verse 14. Let’s dig in. 

 

Which words and/or phrases in John 1:14 speak to the incarnation?  

Became flesh & dwelt among us 

 

When John uses the word “dwelt” he is reminding his readers of God’s presence with his 

people in the Old Testament in the Tabernacle. The word dwelt literally means “to pitch a 



tabernacle” or “to live in a tent.”  Read Exodus 40:34 and notice which word is used there that 

is also in John 1:14. glory 

 

So, John is saying that the same God of the Old Testament whose glory came down into the 

Tabernacle is now dwelling with them in the person of Jesus. Hebrews 1:3 also makes this 

point. Fill in the blanks:  

 

“He (Jesus) is the _radiance____________ of the ___glory_______ of God and the  

 

__exact_________ imprint of his ___nature_________....” Hebrews 1:3 

 

John the Baptist is bearing witness in verse 15 that what John is writing is true. Look over the 

birth accounts of John the Baptist and Jesus in Luke 1:57-80 and Luke 2:1-7. Answer these 

questions: 

 

Who was born first? 

 

 

John the Baptist 

 

Why would John the 

Baptist say “he was before 

me” (remember John 1:2) 

 

 

Jesus existed before he was born in human form 

 

What does this tell you 

about Jesus? 

 

 

He is pre-existent; He is eternal 

Verses 16-17 give us a contrast between the law and the grace that comes through Christ. Read 

these verses and write what you learn. 

 

 

The Law 
 

 

Grace  

 

Was given through ____Moses____ 

John 1:17 

 

 

Grace and truth came through 

_____Jesus Christ_____ 

John 1:17 

 

 

What was the purpose of the law?  

Romans 3:20 

 

Knowledge of sin 

 

 

 



 

 

Galatians 3:10-14 says that “all who rely on  

 

works of the law are under a ____curse____” 

 

 

Galatians 3:13 says that “Christ _redeemed__  

 

us from the __curse__ of the law by  

 

becoming a __ curse__ for us.” 

 

 

Galatians 3:23-26 tells us that “the law was  

 

our __guardian__ until Christ came.” 

 

 

Galatians 3:26: “for in Christ Jesus you are all  

 

_sons__ of _God_, through _faith_.” 

 

 

Verse 18 summarizes the whole point of Jesus coming in human flesh to live among humanity. 

Christ shows us who God is. Read Hebrews 1:1-3 and John 14:8-10 and explain what you learn 

about this. 

The writer of Hebrews tells us that God used prophets in the Old Testament to communicate 

about Himself. But now He is speaking through Jesus, His Son. Jesus is the “radiance of the glory 

of God” and “the exact imprint of his nature.” Jesus tells Philip that if he has seen Jesus, he has 

seen the Father. They are one. 

 

Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   

 

When Jesus came in human form, most of the world, including his own people, rejected him. 

However, the ones who did believe in his name are born of God. We know what God is like 

because Jesus shows his glory. Jesus came to fulfill the law and bring the fullness of grace and 

truth. 

 


