
Day 4. John 12:37-50 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
According to verses 37-38, did the signs and fulfillment of prophecy help people see Jesus as 
the Messiah? No, only a few recognized who he really was.  
 
Verse 38 quotes Isaiah 53:1. Isaiah 53 is messianic prophecy. This is also the portion of 
Scripture (53:7-8) read by the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8. Philip explained to him that it was 
referring to Jesus. Now read through Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and list how many phrases sound like 
how Jesus is presented in the Gospel of John. 
Answers will vary.  
“he shall be high and lifted up” (52:13) relates to John 12:32 
“he has borne our griefs… smitten by God” (53:4) & “with his stripes we are healed” (53:5) 
relates to John 12:27 
“all we like sheep” (53:6) relates to John 10 – I AM the Good Shepherd 
“like a lamb” (53:7) relates to Jesus being the Passover lamb 
“the will of the LORD” (53:10) relates to John 12:23 – “the hour has come” 
 
Verse 39 doesn’t just say that they would not believe, but that “they ___could__ not 
believe.” 
 
Verse 40 quotes from God’s commission to the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6:9-10. What does 
this remind you of in the Gospel of John? John presents the Pharisees who were blinded and 
couldn’t see that Jesus is the Messiah. They were hardened with unbelief.  
 
Although God predestined this judgment (see Romans 9-11) and hardening of Israel, it was 
not apart from human responsibility and culpability. See John 8:24 and Jesus’ last words to 
the crowd in John 12:35-36 and explain how it relates. “unless you believe” gives the human 
responsibility side; in Jesus’ final invitation in John 12, he implores the people to believe. 
 
What is John saying about Jesus in verse 41? Read Isaiah’s account in Isaiah 6:1-10 and explain 
the importance. Isaiah was recounting a vision of the Most High God. Now, John is tying Jesus 
to Yahweh – the God of the Old Testament.  
 
What do we learn about the response of some of the leaders of Israel (verses 42-43)? Even 
though some of them believed, they were too scared to follow Jesus publicly. They were more 
concerned with being accepted by men than by God. 
 
In the final verses of John 12, how are the key words believe and judge related to Jesus and 
the Father? Believing in Jesus is belief in the Father who sent him. When we see Jesus, we see 
the Father. The Father gives the Son all authority to judge. 
 



Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
Answers will vary. Most of the people were spiritually blind and had hardened hearts. They 
could not believe that Jesus was the Messiah. The Father gives the Son authority to judge those 
who do not believe. 
  
 


