
Day 3. John 12:20-36 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
 Which group of people in this section stands in contrast to the Jewish leaders and why? The 
Greeks, which are Gentiles, are seeking Jesus while his own people are seeking to kill him. 
 
What does Jesus say that shows that he is sovereign over the timing of his death? The hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  
 
How had the timing previously been described in 8:20, 7:30, 7:8, 5:25, 4:23, and 2:4? My hour 
has not yet come 
 
Jesus oversaw the timing of his death so that he would be crucified on the day that the 
Passover lambs were being sacrificed. Read I Corinthians 5:7 and explain how Jesus is 
described. “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.” 
 
What did we learn about the significance of the title Son of Man? Look back at John 1:51 and 
the context and Daniel 7:13-14. Jesus talked about himself as the point of access between God 
and man. This was a signal back to Jacob’s dream of a ladder in Genesis 28. In that dream, the 
angels were ascending and descending from heaven on a ladder, but now Jesus is the ladder. It 
is also referring to Daniel 7:13-14 where the Son of Man, or Messiah, comes in glory to receive 
the kingdom from the Ancient of Days, or the Father. 
 
John has a unique perspective as a writer. While the other Gospel writers emphasize the 
suffering of the cross, John emphasizes that the cross is glory. Explain how he uses a seed as 
an object lesson in verse 24 to make his point and then expands on this thought in verses 25-
26. Just like sowing a seed brings rich harvest after the seed is in the ground, so the death of 
Jesus will result in salvation. Many people think they need to hold on to their life, but they really 
need to lose it in this world to gain eternal life. Those that follow Jesus will be honored by the 
Father. 
 
Why does Jesus say that his soul is troubled (verse 27)? Is he mainly anguished over the 
coming physical pain of the crucifixion or is there something else? Read these verses and 
explain how they relate to verse 27.  
2 Corinthians 5:21 – “made him to be sin” – Jesus would take our sin on himself 

I John 4:10 – he is the propitiation for our sins (turns away God’s wrath) – Jesus is anticipating 

God’s wrath on himself because of our sins 

Romans 5:9 – “saved by him from the wrath of God” – Jesus is in anguish over the thought of 

God’s wrath being poured out on him 



In verse 28, mark “then a voice came from heaven” the same way you’ve been marking the 
keyword witness. Why did God speak from heaven according to verse 30? For the benefit of 
the crowd that heard it – so they would have another sign or witness that Jesus is the Son of 
God. 
 
The cross may have seemed to signal Satan’s victory over God, but it marked Satan’s defeat. 
Which verses in this section support this? The ruler of this world will be cast out (verse 31), 
Jesus will draw all people to himself (verse 32) 
 
The crowd asks, “Who is this Son of Man?” Verses 35-36 give the final invitation from Jesus. 
What is his invitation to the crowd? “while you have the light, believe in the light” 
 
 
Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
 Answers will vary. It was now according to God’s timing that Jesus be glorified and glorify the 
Father by dying for sinners. 
 


