
Day 2. John 12:12-19 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
This section details the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. This is one of the few events in 
Jesus’ ministry that is reported in all four of the Gospels. Answer the questions below to see 
how this event was a fulfillment of prophecy. 
 

The Triumphal Entry in John 12 
 
The palm branches used at Jesus’ Triumphal Entry are a nationalistic symbol that signaled 
the Jewish hope that a Messiah was coming. Look back at John 6:14-15. According to these 
verses, what did the people want to do immediately after the miracle of the feeding of the 
5000? Make Jesus their King. 
 
 
 

 
They cried out “Hosanna” – this is a transliteration of the Hebrew from Psalm 118:25. This 
verse was part of the Hallel (Psalms 113-118) which was sung at the Feast of Tabernacles 
(chapter 7) and the Feast of Dedication (chapter 10) and the Passover. Write that verse 
here: 
 
Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
 

 
John’s Gospel doesn’t give as much detail about the young donkey that Jesus was riding. 
But this is a fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy. Read these related passages and explain 
the importance: Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-9 
 
Jesus presents himself to the nation as the Messiah by fulfilling the prophecy of riding on a 
young donkey 
 
 
 

 
John 12:15 is an echo from Isaiah 40. The whole chapter of Isaiah 40 is a beautiful passage 
to read and meditate on – spend time on that if you can! Or, look at Isaiah 40:9-11 and 
explain the parallels you see with the portrayal of Jesus in the Gospel of John. “Fear not” 
and “behold your king is coming” from John sounds a lot like Isaiah’s verses. Also, Isaiah 
presents God as a shepherd, and we’ve seen how Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd in 
John 10. 



 Did Jesus’ disciples understand the significance of all that was happening in the Triumphal 
Entry? How do you know? No, verse 16 says they didn’t understand until after Jesus was 
resurrected. 
 
Read Luke 24:13-35 (after the resurrection) and explain how this relates to John 12:16. Jesus 
appeared to two disciples on the Road to Emmaus and after he explained how all of Scripture 
related to Jesus (verse 27), their eyes were opened (verse 31) and they realized it was Jesus 
walking with them and that he truly was the Messiah! This fulfills what John wrote in verse 16 
saying that the disciples didn’t understand that Jesus truly was the Messiah until after the 
resurrection. 
  
Who or what is bearing witness to Jesus’ deity in this section? The miracle of raising Lazarus, 
and then the crowd continues to bear witness by telling others about it. 
 
Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
 Answers will vary. Jesus fulfills prophecy and presents himself in Jerusalem as the long-awaited 
Messiah. Even his disciples didn’t understand the significance of it all yet.  
 


