
Day 3. John 10:7-21 
 
INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
This section gives us two more I AM statements from Jesus. Mark them in the chart from 
Week 1, Day 2.  
 
The last section pictured Jesus as the shepherd. Now, Jesus extends the metaphor to being 
the door, or the gate, of the sheepfold. What is the importance of the door in this section? It 
provides the way to come into the sheepfold, the shepherd comes through the door, the 
thieves do not come in through the door 
 
Read John 14:6 and explain how it relates to Jesus saying: I am the door of the sheep. He is 
the only way to the Father. Coming through Jesus (the door, the gate) is the only way to come 
into the sheepfold, or to come to the Father. 
 
There is a contrast made between the shepherd and the hired hand. How are they different? 
The shepherd will lay down his life for the sheep. The hired hand doesn’t care for the sheep and 
will protect himself instead of the sheep.  
 
This passage and the description of the hired hands, thieves, and robbers is connected to 
the prophecy against the shepherds (leaders) of Israel in Ezekiel 34. Read each section of 
verses listed below, and explain how it relates to this passage in John. 
Ezekiel 34:1-6 – his sheep (people of Israel) are scattered with no shepherd to seek for them 
Ezekiel 34:11-16 – God himself says he will be the shepherd of the sheep 
Ezekiel 34:23-24 – the true shepherd will be God himself, who will come from the line of David – 
this is prophecy talking about the Messiah, Jesus 
 
Explain what you learn from the use of the word know in verses 14-15. Jesus knows his sheep, 
and is known by his sheep. The Father and the Son have this relationship as well. 
 
Verse 16 talks of “other sheep.” Read Romans 1:16 and see if you can figure out who the 
“other sheep” are. Gentiles who will become part of his body, the church 
 
Based on verses 17-18, describe what you learn about the coming death of Jesus. Jesus won’t 
be murdered. Instead, he will willingly sacrifice his life. He has authority to rise from the dead.  
This authority is given to him by the Father. 
 
Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
Answers will vary. Jesus is the door of the sheep; he’s the only way to gain access to the Father. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd and he will willingly sacrifice his life for the sheep. 
 
 


