
Day 1. John 8:31-38 
 

INTERPRETATION – WHAT DOES THE TEXT MEAN? 

 
What are the first two words you marked in this section? Believed, abide 
 
These two key words give us a pattern for conversion and discipleship. We have previously 
seen in John that “many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him” (John 
6:66). Real disciples are learners and followers. Read these related passages and explain 
how they relate to this section.  
2 John 9 those who do not abide in the doctrines of the faith show that they were never born 
again 
Hebrews 3:14 those that have been saved will persevere to the end 
 
Verse 33 shows that the Jews do not understand what Jesus is talking about. Explain the 
confusion in this conversation. The Jews have been enslaved in their history, but they are still 
thinking physically rather than in spiritual terms. Jesus is talking about spiritual freedom. 
 
What are the two contrasting relationships in verse 35? The slave, the son 
 
What are the Jews (and every unconverted person) enslaved to? sin 
 
Jesus promises freedom. Read these related passages and explain how they relate to this 
section. 
Romans 8:2 being born again frees us from sin and death 
Galatians 5:1 Since Christ has set us free, do not return to being slaves to sin again 
 
Read I John 3:1-10 and explain how that passage relates to the key words used in this section 
of John 8. What do you learn about sonship and adoption, slavery to sin, and being children of 
God versus children of the devil? When we are saved, we are adopted as God’s children. We 
show our relationship as a child of God by not making a practice of sinning. Our works give 
evidence as to whether we are truly children of God or still children of the devil. This passage in 
John 8 talks about being a free son (adopted) and also that we tend to live out the character of 
our father (whether God through His Spirit abiding in us or as children of Satan). 
 
Can you summarize in your own words what this section means?   
Answers will vary. Jesus contrasts being a slave to sin and following your father the devil versus 
being a son who is freed from sin through belief and abiding in Christ. 
 
 
 


